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2 Scoring Help

Use these six questions to jumpstart a thoughtful and engaging group discussion
about the article. As the group talks through their answers together, encourage 
participants to share their personal experiences and ask any other questions they 
might have.

1.  Why is it important to consider a variety of factors when interpreting ASQ scores? What are the 
      e�ects of referring a child without considering these factors?   

2.  What are some factors that can a�ect ASQ®-3 results? 

3.  What are some factors that can a�ect ASQ®:SE-2 results?

4.  How can a child’s health or other medical factors a�ect screening results? 

5.  Describe a situation where a family’s culture impacted how you interpreted ASQ results.
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Factors to consider when interpreting ASQ
results
When there’s more to the score

At first glance, it’s easy to look at a poor assessment score and conclude that 
there’s a problem. But there are a variety of factors beyond true developmental 
or behavior concerns that can impact a child’s score on the ASQ-3™ and 
ASQ:SE-2™.

Before deciding if a referral to an agency or specialist is needed, meet with the 
family and carefully consider whether any of these factors affected the child’s 
performance. You may find that the child doesn’t need a referral at all, or that 
the problem is actually a “side effect” of an unrelated issue. Most importantly, 
you’ll have a more accurate picture to inform your follow-up plan.

What factors can affect ASQ-3 results?

If the child’s score is in the monitoring zone or below the cut-off score on the ASQ-3, be sure to weigh the following 
factors as you interpret the results. Obviously, the parents are going to play a big role in this process.

 •   Find out if the child has had a chance to try the items, and enough time to practice the skills. If not, 
     consider holding off on a referral until she has had further opportunity to try the items.

 •   Health/biological factors. Is a health condition or other medical factor affecting the child’s performance? 
      A primary care physician may be an appropriate part of the referral process.

 •   Cultural factors. There may be reasons unique to a child’s culture that explain why he didn’t perform as 
      well on a certain item. Talk with the family to get a better sense of these factors. For example, a child may
           not be using utensils independently because his parent feeds him (which benefits the parent–child 
      relationship), and not because there’s a fine motor concern. By looking at how the child scored on other 
      fine motor items you can probably tell if there really is a larger fine motor concern. If there’s not, you 
      could omit the utensil-use item.

 •   Environmental factors. Consider the big picture when you meet with the family. Try to determine whether 
      there’s been a stressful event in the child’s life that could have caused a developmental regression. Or 
      perhaps there are older siblings who talk for the child, which could explain speech delays.

Listen carefully and take into account 
how the parent or caregiver feels about 

the behavior and whether they’ve 
voiced concern
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