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Context

A seven-year project aiming to develop, implement 

and assess a model to support the global 

development of children in inclusive childcare 

centers with 19 partners organizations



Partnership Grants

Partnership Grants support formal 

partnerships between academic 

researchers, businesses and other 

partners that will advance knowledge 

and understanding on critical issues of 

intellectual, social, economic and 

cultural significance. 

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/


Methodological approach

Living lab

➢ A user-centered innovation space where a set of

partners participate jointly in the practices

development

➢ It takes place in a real context, practice

environments are present and in constant

interaction with researchers to find and develop

innovative solutions to problems



Modeling process



Development of an inclusive 

child care support model



Dimensions of interest

➢ Educational practices

➢ Developmental 

vigilance/detection/

screening

➢ Management 

leadership

➢ Collaboration with 

partners

➢ Initial and continuing 

education

➢ Transition to school

➢ Inclusion/financial 

support



A compatible tool with the reality of child care

settings:

➢Staff can use the materials already present in their

child care setting

➢ The most significant persons close to the child

complete the instrument

➢ The completion is flexible based on observation

Why ASQ in childcare settings?



Phase 1: Provincial portrait of 

current inclusive educational 

practices 

More than 1400 

people 

participated

across the 

province

https://youtu.be/RWsZxxDaNvo


Child care 

centers
SchoolsCISSS / 

CIUSSS
Parents

➢ Management 
staff

➢ Educators

➢ Parents of 
children in child 
care settings

➢ Parents of 
children with 
special 
needs/disabilities

➢ Management 
of Specialized 
Services

➢ Practitioners of 
specialized 
services

➢ Practitioners of 
des specific 
services

➢ Directions

➢ Practitioners 
and teachers

Who was involved in this survey?



➢ The role of child care centers in vigilance and 

detection

➢ Training for child care educators

➢ Observation practices 

➢ Collaboration and interactions between 

partners

Developmental vigilance / 

detection/screening

A total of 12 questions about...



Some results on developmental 

vigilance/detection/screening



All child care educators (100%) consider that it is part 

of their role to detect developmental delays in 

children for whom they have concerns.

Perceptions of the role of child 

care settings?



When consulted by a parent about their child's 

development, the vast majority (82%) report 

consulting the child care setting to obtain 

information about their observations.

Practitioners from Heath and Social 

services 

The vast majority (89%) report that when 

they identify developmental difficulties in a 

child attending a child care setting, the 

information provided by the staff of the 

setting is useful.



Do parents have information 

about this role?

74% of the parents of children attending a child care 

center who participated in the survey said that they 

were informed of their child's developmental role in 

the child care center as soon as their child was 

enrolled.



When unsure about child development?

The vast majority (84%) of the child care 

management staff report that their educators know 

exactly what to do when they have concerns about 

a child's development.

A high proportion (85%) of educators in child care 

settings report knowing exactly what to do when 

they have concerns about a child's development.



What about the parents?

When unsure about the development of a child in 

their group, the majority of educators in child care 

settings share their observations with parents (81%). 



Ready to assume this role from the 

beginning?

More than 60% of child care management staff 

report ensuring, upon hiring, that educators are 

trained to identify children's developmental 

difficulties. 



Phase 2: Supporting child 

care settings in their 

developmental 

vigilance/detection 

and screening 

practices 

https://youtu.be/RWsZxxDaNvo


Developmental 

vigilance/detection/screening

Training and support

➢ Professional support activities sustained by :

▪ Training activities

▪ Support Guide

▪ Monthly meetings with educators

▪ Meetings 5x/year with the management staff



The 

support 

guide

AN OVERVIEW



Purpose?

Support the implementation of a systematic 
detection/screening practice in child care 

settings

To equip child care settings in the development 
of a continuous improvement plan regarding 

detection in order to promote inclusive 
practices in child care settings



Contents of the guide

1. Why identify developmental delays? What is a 

developmental delay?

2. What is screening for developmental delays or difficulties?

3. Screening and developmental surveillance?

4. Developmental Detection, Screening and Vigilance

5. What is the role of child care settings in the 

detection/screening?

6. Why can educators contribute detection/screening ?



Contents of the guide

7. Why choose the ASQ-3 for screening?

8. Is the ASQ-3 compatible with the reality of child care settings?

9. What ASQ-3 is and what it is not

10. What ASQ-3 allows in child care settings

11. What are the benefits of ASQ-3 in child care settings?

12. Which training is required?

13. Involving parents: a must!

14. Concretely! 

▪ The role of the management staff: before and after

▪ The role of educators: before and after





A concrete 

procedure for 

implementation



Support tools

Self-Assessment 

Grid for 

Management 

Staff



Support tools

Self-Assessment

Grid for 

Educators



Support tools

Suggested 

points to discuss 

with parents 

when 

presenting 

results



Thank you very much !


