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ALL ABOUT  

Developmental 
Screening

What is developmental screening?
• Developmental screening is a short, easy-to-complete formal test of young 

children’s developmental skills, such as motor, cognitive, language, and so-
cial-emotional skills. 

• A developmental screener reliably distinguishes children who should be 
referred for further, more comprehensive assessment from those who don’t 
need to be referred.1 

• Doctors, nurses, and other early childhood professionals use developmental 
screening to tell if children are on track with developing basic skills, or if they 
might have delays.2 

• A developmental screening tool, such as ASQ®-3, is a research-based instrument 
that asks questions about a child’s development and gathers information.3  

• All children should receive developmental screenings.3

Why do we need developmental screening?
• Before the age of 18, about one in seven children in the United States will 

experience a developmental disability or a disabling behavioral problem.5 

• Before the age of five, as many as one in four U.S. children are at risk for 
developmental delays or disabilities.4

• Fewer than 50% of these children are identified before starting school.5

• Identifying delays early and providing help before age five produces effects 
that significantly exceed those of services provided to school-age children.1 

Key words used in developmental screening 
• Surveillance: The monitoring or tracking of children’s developmental progress 

over time

• Referral: The action taken by screening personnel to connect families with the 
appropriate service for their child

• Developmental milestones: A set of functional skills and behaviors that are 
key markers of child development
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