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Using Numerical Scores

The SEAM
 has 10 child bench

marks critica
l to 

social-
emotiona

l competen
ce with corres

pondi
ng 

behav
ioral it

ems to be assess
ed. Selec

t from
 

four re
spons

e optio
ns (very true, somewhat tru

e, 

rarely true, not tr
ue). Plus

, mark any item as a 

conce
rn or foc

us area. 

Respo
nses can be used to create

 a complete pictur
e of

a child’s streng
ths and needs

. 

In some cases
, progr

ams may want a quant
itative

 pictur
e of a child's 

skills and may want to
 assign

 numerical 
values

 to the respo
nses.

Reaso
ns to use numerical 

scores

•  Very True—3 points
 

•  Somewhat Tru
e—2 points

 

•  Rarel
y True—1 poin

t 

•  Never Tr
ue—0 points

 

Record
 item scores

 using the SEAM
 Summary Form.

•  Monitor
ing/tracki

ng progr
ess—Loca

l, regio
nal, or

 state progr
ams 

   may requir
e provid

ers to track and repor
t child

 progr
ess over t

ime. 

•  Measuri
ng progr

ess—Prov
iders may wish to quant

ify progr
ess to 

   anal
yze progr

am or inte
rventio

n effect
s.

Note: Use numerical s
cores with cautio

n. Appli
cation

 of num
erical v

alues has not 

been empirical
ly studie

d. Data have not be
en gathe

red to indica
te the validit

y of 

using these values
 to monitor 

child progre
ss over t

ime.

Learn more at: 

http://bit.ly/SEAMPost 

Guidelines for 

How to assign
 numerical 

values
 and score

 SEAM
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