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10
ASQ:SE-2  

Family Studies

This chapter comprises a series of scenarios designed to illustrate the use of ASQ:SE-2 across 
various programs and settings. They are intended to help users consider how ASQ:SE-2 results 
are interpreted and to support work with families. These examples may be a useful training tool 
for program staff new to ASQ:SE-2. The following case studies include examples of screening 
through the foster care system, clinic- based screening, center- based educational screening, and 
screening through a home visiting program. The following brief descriptions may be used as a 
guide to locate the examples that will be most relevant based on the user’s needs.

1. Lilah: The first case study is about 3- year- old Lilah, whose foster mother works with a
caseworker to screen Lilah.

2. Adrian: The second case study is about Adrian, a 10½- month- old whose questionnaires
were administered through a clinic- based program for a well- child visit.

3. Marcus: The third case study is about 3- year- old Marcus, whose family experienced on-
and-off homelessness. Marcus received screening through an early childhood program
run through a day center’s services for families in transition.

4. Celia: The last case study is about Celia, who is 14 weeks old, with an adjusted age of
10 weeks. Celia was screened through a home visiting program that is designed to support
families as they make the transition from the NICU to home.
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MARCUS

Marcus is 3  years 11  months old and lives with his mother Tessa, twin brothers who are 
28 months old, and a baby sister who is 9 months old. Marcus’s family moved to a low- income 
apartment complex right before Marcus’s baby sister was born. Prior to this, the family had 
experienced on and off homelessness since Marcus was born.

Marcus’s mother has access to a day center’s services for families in transition. Family 
Place’s services include washer/ dryer facilities, a clothing closet, a food bank, showers, and 
kitchen facilities. In addition, families with children younger than 5 years of age can participate 
in an early childhood program that includes drop- in therapeutic child care as well as develop-
mental and social- emotional screening and referral services.

Ellen, the lead teacher at Family Place, worked with Tessa to screen Marcus with both 
ASQ:SE-2 and ASQ-3 (see Figures 10.5 and 10.6). Marcus’s 48 month ASQ:SE-2 total score 
is 120 points (above the cutoff score for referral, which is 85 points). Tessa reported concerns 
about Marcus’s behaviors, such as destroying and damaging things, not being able to calm 
down, throwing tantrums, hurting himself, and eating problems.

Setting/ Time Factors

Tessa noted on ASQ:SE-2 that Marcus’s grandmother has expressed concerns about Marcus’s 
“angry behaviors.” In addition, Tessa’s boyfriend, who lives with Tessa and her children, has 
gotten angry at Marcus and has spanked him. Ellen has observed that Marcus is interested in 
playing with other children and often follows rules at playgroup, which he loves to attend. She 
is concerned that Marcus gets frustrated sometimes. For example, he once grabbed a toy from 
another child and also kicked a chair when it was time to clean up and move to a new activity. 
Marcus only attends playgroup a few times a month, so Ellen has not had the opportunity to 
spend the 15– 20 hours per week minimum time she would need to complete ASQ:SE-2 for him.

Developmental Factors

Marcus was screened with ASQ-3 at 27 months, and at that time, his scores in all areas were 
well above cutoffs. At this screening, Marcus’s ASQ-3 results indicate his development is on 
schedule in the gross motor, fine motor, and personal- social areas, and in the monitoring zone 
in the communication and problem- solving areas. Tessa reported in the Overall section on 
ASQ-3 that other people have a hard time understanding Marcus, although she can understand 
what he is saying most of the time.

Health Factors

Marcus was born 2 weeks early at 6 pounds, 7 ounces. Tessa did not receive prenatal care while 
she was pregnant with Marcus, but there were no complications at delivery. Although Tessa 
reported smoking marijuana when she was pregnant with her twins, she stated that she did not 
use any drugs or alcohol when she was pregnant with Marcus, who has been generally healthy, 
aside from some colds. Tessa reported she could not remember the last time she brought Mar-
cus to the doctor.
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Family/ Cultural Factors

Tessa was 18 years old when she had Marcus, and she is now 23 years old and the primary care-
giver to her children. Tessa’s mother provides child care because Tessa recently got a part- time 
job at a department store. This has been a big adjustment for all of the children. Tessa’s mother 
has told Tessa it is too much for her to watch all of the kids. Marcus’s father is not involved in 
his life. The father of Marcus’s baby sister lives with them in their apartment.

ASQ:SE-2 Interpretation and Follow- Up

Ellen discussed the results of ASQ:SE-2 with Tessa. Marcus’s ASQ:SE-2 total score of 120 points 
is well above the cutoff of 85. Although Marcus’s ASQ-3 does not indicate the need for a refer-
ral, Tessa indicated that other people have a hard time understanding Marcus. Ellen also has a 
difficult time understanding Marcus, as do other volunteers and children in that setting. Based 
on ASQ:SE-2 results, Tessa’s concerns, and her own observations, Ellen discussed the following 
with Tessa.

• Ellen	suggests	that	Marcus	be	referred	to	his	primary	health	care	provider.	Ellen	encour-
ages Tessa to have the doctor check Marcus’s hearing because of concerns about Marcus’s
articulation. Tessa is open to bringing Marcus to the doctor because it has been a long time
since his last visit. Ellen works with Tessa to find a primary health care provider so that all
of Tessa’s children can attend well- child checkups.

• Ellen	encourages	Tessa	to	enroll	Marcus	in	the	Head	Start	extended	day	program.	Tessa
reported that she and Marcus participated in Early Head Start for a few months when
Marcus was an infant, but they stopped participating when she had to move. Tessa feels
embarrassed about how she left the program and is reluctant to get back in touch with the
program. Ellen reassures her that program staff will understand and says they could call
together. In addition to Marcus attending Head Start, Ellen hopes that the twins can be
enrolled in Early Head Start extended day program also to relieve Tessa’s mother of child
care responsibilities.

• Ellen	 talks	 to	 Tessa	 about	 Marcus’s	 general	 development	 and	 emphasizes	 the	 areas	 of
strength for Marcus (gross motor, fine motor, and personal- social skills). She talks to Tessa
about her report that it is hard for other caregivers to understand Marcus. Ellen discusses
how this might lead to frustration for Marcus and contribute to some of his problem behav-
iors. Tessa is reluctant to refer Marcus because her boyfriend “didn’t want anyone coming
around the house.” Ellen lets Tessa know that the local Part B early childhood special
education program could send someone to Family Place to meet with her and Marcus. She
also shares that Marcus could receive speech- language services when he is placed in a Head
Start classroom. Tessa feels it will be okay as long as providers do not have to come to their
apartment. She and Ellen make a referral together to early childhood special education to
look at Marcus’s articulation.

• Ellen	 discusses	 the	 results	 of	 Marcus’s	 ASQ:SE-2	 and	 Tessa’s	 concerns	 about	 Marcus’s
behavior. Ellen comments that the combination of Head Start’s comprehensive services
and speech- language therapy could really decrease Marcus’s problem behaviors. Because it
may take a few weeks to get enrolled into services, Ellen talks to Tessa about the behaviors
that were of concern, and together they come up with some ideas to try with Marcus. Ellen
also talks to Tessa about a parenting class through Family Place that is starting in a week,
asking if Tessa and her boyfriend would like to attend. Tessa is interested but is not sure her
boyfriend will be willing to go. She agrees to ask him and get back to Ellen.
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162 ASQ:SE-2 in Practice

• Ellen	shares	a	social-	emotional	development	guide	and	ideas	about	social-	emotional	activi-
ties that would be fun for the whole family to do together.

• Ellen	plans	to	check	in	with	Tessa	in	a	few	days	to	invite	her	again	to	the	parenting	class.
She is hopeful that Tessa’s boyfriend also will attend because it sounds like he has gotten
frustrated with Marcus and uses spanking as a punishment. She wants to stay in close touch
and provide emotional support to Tessa and continue to provide information and talk to
her about Marcus’s behaviors. She also plans on checking with Head Start and the early
childhood special education referral to make sure Marcus gets services as soon as possible.
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